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Submitted by Debbie Wise 

 

YOUTH CORNER: 
 

We are still looking for ways to expand our 
Youth program if you have any ideas, please 
see any member of the Christian Education 
Committee. If you know of any youth that 
would like to learn more about Jesus and his 
life, be sure to tell them about Staves and our 
Youth program. 
 
WEDNESDAY KIDS CLUB: 
 

Our Kids Club is doing great.  We meet every 
Wednesday from 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm.  We 
have been averaging about 10 kids and have 
room for more.  Please pass the word on to 
any children you know that would like to 
come.  Thank you   Debbie Wise 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 
 

If you have suggestions or questions please 
contact a member of the Education 
Committee.  I would like to thank our 
committee members that went off the 
committee this year: Robbie Collier, Esther 
Hadley, Cathy Stokes and Norma Thierman. 
The members of the Education Committee 
for 2010 are: Bruce and Debbie Wise, Janice 
and Janine Parker, Jennie Brown, Margo 
Schamerhorn, Ileta Wilson, Michelle Rogers 
and Jean Cook. 
 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:   
 

On Dec 20th, 20 of our Staves Church 

Youth performed a "Merry Christmas" 

Christmas program.  The kids had a great 

time and we all hope you enjoyed it.  

Thank you to all of the teachers who 

helped and the adults who filled in for us 

for missing kids.  Thank you to all of the 

kids and parents for your help.  Bruce and 

Debbie Wise 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLI�G  
 

On Dec 20th, we had 21 people (including 

our Wednesday after school kids) over 

Christmas caroling to 15 of our shut-in 

and then enjoy a chili / soup  fellowship 

afterwards.  Thank you all for your help.  

Also thank you to Steve Ellis and Mick 

Wise who played their instruments for the 

shut-ins.   Bruce and Debbie Wise 
 

CLASSES: 
 

Christian Education classes are at 9:00 am 
each Sunday. The following classes are 
available: 
 

Little Angels (ages 2 through 3) 
Noah’s Ark (ages 4 through 1st grade) 
Firecrackers (grades 2nd and 3rd) 
Youth (grades 4th, 5th, and 6th) 
Senior Youth (grade 7 through age 21) 
There are also 2 Adult classes. 
 
NURSERY DURING CHURCH 
SERVICE:   
 

Our nursery is available for all kids newborn 
to age 6 during our Church service.  Children 7 
& 8 are welcome to come into the nursery 
after children service but we would like to 
encourage the children attend church until 
after children service. 
 
EASTER EGG HU�T:   
 

Staves Church and Boy Scout Troop 2 will 
be sponsoring our Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
again this year.  We will be looking for 

Youth Corner 
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donation of small gift items and wrapped 
candy if you would like to donate please see 
Bruce or Debbie Wise.  Thank you 
 
SCOUTS: 
 

Girl Scouts / Brownies will meet on Thursday 
this year @ 5:30 pm instead of Wednesdays. 
 

Brownies Friday @ 6:00 pm 
 

Staves sponsors 2 Brownie Troops one on 
Thursday's and one on Fridays. 
 

Boy Scouts Tuesdays @ 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance Report 
 

Receipts for operating budget  as of 
10/31/09   $141,638.01 
 

Expenses paid as of  
10/31/09   $146,036.83 
 

As of 10/31/09 we have unpaid 
apportionments in the amount of $6,529.00 
 

Please keep the finances of Staves church in 
your prayers. 
 

Joan Kellis-Cumings 
Finance Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 

The words “Thank You” seem 
too small to express how much you 
all mean to me.  This has been a 
very difficult time for me, but your 
prayers, cards, concerns, visits, and 
gifts of food are a daily reminder of 
how Blessed I am with such 
wonderful family and friends.  

Thank you God for all the 
Angels in my Life 
  Shirley Carpenter 
 
Thank you everybody for the 
donations of money, cookies, candy, 
and Bibles for the boxes for the 
service men and women. 
 

I am sure the service men and 
women will be very happy. 
 

JoAnn Riley    
 

To Our Staves Church Family: 
 

We want to express our 
appreciation to all of you for your 
support and love during the loss of 
my brother, Henry.   
 

Thank you for your many words of 
comfort, your hugs, cards, and 
prayers.  Your kindness during a 
difficult time made our experience 
much easier and was most helpful 
to us.     Rudy, Ruth and Our Family 
 
This is a letter from the Beacon of Life: 
 

Dear JoAnn, 
 

On behalf of the Beacon of Life, I would like 
to thank you for generously supplying the 
welcome boxes for all the women who enter 
our home.  Your support is invaluable to the 
work of the Beacon. 
 

Thank you so much for everything you do to 
help the Beacon.  Many times our women 
arrive without even the bare necessities.  
The boxes are the first thing they receive 
and many times make a lasting impression 
on the recipient.  With your help, we 
continue to make inroads in the fight 
against homelessness.   
 

Financial Report 

Thank You 
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Please contact me to arrange a tour of our 
home for your organization.  We relish the 
opportunity to share what we are doing 
here.  I would love to have the opportunity 
to give a presentation at any upcoming 
programs you might have scheduled.  I can 
be reached at 244-6473 ext. #10.   
 

I look forward to hearing from you and 
thank you again for your support. 
 

With warmest regards, 
 

Ruth Hardin 
 

To the Staves Church, 
 

I want to thank you for the package 
you sent.  I really appreciate your 
support.  It is nice to receive a 
package especially this time of the 
year.  I hope you don’t mind if I share 
it with my squad.  We hung up the 
pictures from the kids on our wall, 
makes it feel a little bit like home.  
Again, thank you for everything.  
Have a Merry Christmas and God 
bless. 

Sincerely,   
TSgt Chad Gilleney 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for the care packages that were 
sent!!  I know I can speak for the others 
that we all appreciate not only the care 
package, but for your thoughts and prayers!!  
Once again thank you!! 
 

Branden Hassett 
 

I want to thank everyone at Staves 
for the Christmas cards and gifts.  
It really means a lot to me and 
makes me feel very appreciated.  I 
hold you all dear in my heart.  

When I’m having a frustrating day 
or things aren’t going right or to 
much to do and to little time, I take 
a step back and look around at my 
surroundings and the people of 
Staves Church… the congregation, 
Rev. Streeter & De, my volunteers, 
the different groups, circles, and 
outreach ministries that go on, are 
all very inspiring.  You all are so 
generous, caring, and giving of your 
time, talents, and donations to 
make a difference in the church, 
the community, and worldwide.  It 
is an awesome feeling to be apart 
of that kind family and it makes 
my day go a whole lot better.   
 

Thanks again,  
         Sheri Gillman, Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 

January 6th:  7:00 pm 
January 13th:  6:30 pm 
January 20th:  7:00 pm 
January 27th:  7:00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
January 2nd: 80th Birthday Celebration  

for Jack Grovier 
 

January 17th: UMW General Meeting 
  (Sunday after Fellowship Time) 
 

January 23rd: Girl Scout Dinner 
Fundraiser/ Fellowship Hall 
& Kitchen 

 

January 26th: City of Des Moines Meeting 
 with Douglas Acres Neighborhood 

 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Choir Practice 

January Events 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEETING 
is scheduled for Monday, January 4th at 
6:30 pm. 
 
UMW BOARD MEETING is scheduled 
for Monday, January 4th at 7:00 pm. 
 
FOUNDATION MEETING is scheduled 
for Tuesday, January 6th at 7:15 pm.   
 
SPRC COMMITTEE is scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 12th at 7:00 pm. 
 
AD COUNCIL MEETING is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 13th at 7:15 pm. 
 
WORSHIP/MUSIC COMMITTEE 
MEETING is scheduled for Tuesday, 
January 19th at 7:00 pm. 
 
EDUCATIONCOMMITTEE MEETING 
is scheduled for Wednesday, January 
20th at 6:00 pm. 
 
TRUSTEE COMMITTEE MEETING is 
scheduled for Wednesday, January 20th 
at 7:00 pm. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING is 
scheduled for Wednesday, January 27th, 
2010 at 7:15 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T.O.P.S. will meet on the following 
Mondays in January:  January 4th, 11th, 
18th, & 25th.   
 
DORCAS CIRCLE will meet on 
Wednesday, January 6th at 10:00 am. 
 
COVENANT GROUP will meet Tuesday, 
December 8th and Tuesday, December 
22nd from 1 pm – 3 pm. 
 

STAMP CLUB will meet on Friday, 
January 8th at 7:00 pm. 
 
D.A.N.A. GROUP will meet on Tuesday, 
January 12th at 7:00 pm. 
 

ESTHER CIRCLE will meet on 
Wednesday, January 13th at  
9:30 am. 
 
EVE CIRCLE will meet on Thursday, 
January 14th at 7:00 pm.  
 

MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST will meet 
on Saturday, January 16th at 8:00 am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Submitted By JoAnn Riley 
 

If you would like to help with Box Tops for 
Education, please give them to JoAnn Riley.  
Please see the list on the church bulletin 
board.  Thank you very much for your help. 
 

Please keep saving Campbell soup labels 
and bring them to church.  JoAnn Riley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JoAnn Riley is collecting travel size personal 
care items for the Young Women’s Resource 
Center.  If you would like to donate any 
items, please see JoAnn Riley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Meetings For 

January 

Group Meetings For 
January 

Save Your Box Tops & 

Soup Labels 

Travel Size 
Personal Care Items 
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Submitted By Dennis Crabtree 
 

The Lion’s Club is collecting postage 
stamps, both used and new.  The stamps are 
sent to Veterans Hospitals, to be used as a 
rehabilitation program for the veterans 
there.  Put your stamps in an old envelope 
or plastic baggie and place in the white 
plastic container labeled “Postage For 
Veterans.”   
 

The Lion’s Club is also collecting all 
aluminum can tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House.  Save your can tabs and 
put them in an envelope or baggie marked 
“Tabs” and put in the same white basket in 
the narthex marked “Postage Stamps for 
Veterans.” 
 
 
 
 
 
The third Sunday of every month is Food 
Pantry Sunday.  You can bring your food 
items in and place them on the table 
designated for the food pantry.  The table is 
located in the Narthex by the Chapel doors. 
(You can bring food items in anytime 
during office hours if you wish) 
 

(Please make sure there is NO 
damage to the packaging of the items 
you donate.  No dented or outdated 
cans, No crushed, torn, or open boxes 
or packages.  The food bank will not 
accept these items) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IF SO .. 
 

We are going to be taking in 
New Members 

on Sunday, January 24th, 2010 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 
MEMBER or 

know someone who is 
interested in becoming 

a MEMBER of 
Staves Memorial United 

Methodist Church 

Please contact 
Rev. RD Streeter 

Church Phone#:  515-266-0265 
 
 

We will be taking new members in 
on the 4th Sunday of every month 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lions Club 
Postage Stamps &  

Can Tabs 

Food Pantry 
 

Are You Interested In  
Joining The  

Staves Church Family? 
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This was sent to Marilyn Burch after her  
Mission Trip there last year….Pat Croley, 
Deaconess at Crow Creek Reservation 
writes: 
 

“I don’t think I have made a formal report 
on canning yet.  We gave out 500 canning 
jars to 35 families.  (That occurred while I 
was there. MJB)  That was very exciting to 
me but the really even better information is 
that at least 15 people had gardens that have 
not had gardens before.   
 

They canned vegetables and made jelly.  It 
was a very successful project.   
 

The goats and chickens were not as 
successful.  Of the five families that got 
chickens, only two families still have the 
chickens.  One family is getting eggs and the 
other, have not gotten any yet.  We learned a 
few things that we will put into place next 
year that will help us be more successful.  
One thing is that when people have to be 
gone, they will let me know, and I will take 
care of the chickens while they are gone.  
One family had to be in Sioux Falls for five 
days with their father in the hospital and 
chickens died while they were gone.   
The goats were eaten by coyotes.  Coyotes 
are very bad right now and we were using a 
three sided building for the goats.  We now 
know that they need to be shut up in a shed 
during the night to protect them.  We have 
learned some things and we will do better 
next year.  We are going to start again next 
spring. 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

Between now and February, please do not 
send any adult clothing except: 
 

 Blue Jeans 
 Hooded Sweatshirts 
 Sweat Pants 
 NEW Socks and Underwear 
 Tee Shirts 
 

The thrift store still does not have electricity 
and there is nowhere to store clothing.  If a 
need comes up I will let you know.   

 

I can still use children’s clothes but really 
the children’s needs are the same as the 
adult: 
 

 Blue Jeans 
 Hooded Sweatshirts 
 Sweat Pants 
 NEW Socks and Underwear 
 Tee Shirts 
 

We always need baby items and tennis 
shoes.   
 
 
 
 
 

THE TWO STAVES CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

The white (silver) tree is symbolic of the 
humanness of Jesus and his purity.  
Although he is the Son of God He is also the 
Son of woman.  He came into the world as a 
living human being.  During His 33 years on 
the earth he was with out sin.  At the 
Passover meal the people of Israel selected a 
lamb without a spot or blemish to sacrifice.  
Jesus was our sacrificial lamb on the cross 
of Calvary, to wash away our sins, to purify 
us as he is pure.  The silver tree is placed on 
the left side of the altar as you face it 
because of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  
 

The gold tree is symbolic of the Kingship of 
Jesus.  When the wise men met with Herod 
the Great they, asked him, ”Where is He 
that is born King of the Jews?”  Like wise 
when Jesus was crucified, Pilate order a sign 
to be placed at the top of the cross written in 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin that read, “INRI” 
which translates to “Jesus of Nazareth King 
of the Jews!”  As much as Jesus was human 
He was also divine.   
 

The Gold tree is on the right of the altar as 
you face it because Jesus ascended into 
heaven, sits at the right hand of God. 
 

The two trees also remind us of the gifts of 
the Magi, Gold representing the Kingship of 
Jesus, Frankincense, representing the Priest 
Hood of Jesus, and Myrrh representing the 
humanness of Jesus.   
 

Note from Pat Croley 
Crow Creek Reservation 

Words From Rev. RD 
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A Christmas Story:   
 

After the major blizzard this December 9th 
one of our church members needed her drive 
way cleaned out. She called me and asked if 
I knew of some one that could do it. I made 
a phone call with no response. In the mean 
time another church member unaware of the 
situation cleaned out the drive without being 
asked. 
 

The lady was very grateful and paid the 
shoveler’s $25.00. The shoveler’s gave me 
the money with instructions to use it where 
it was needed. On Wednesday I was 
shopping at the Collect-a-Mania store (this 
is like a big flea market inside,) As I was 
paying for my purchase a lady was at the 
counter with a coat. She asked the clerk if 
she would hold it for her because she didn’t 
have the money to pay for it today. The 
clerk said “yes” and began to fill out a hold 
ticket.  
 

I got the clerks attention and told her I 
would pay for the coat. The lady protested 
against me paying for her coat but she 
relented and with tears in her eyes said 
“thank you”. A customer at the end of the 
counter said, “I’m about to cry.” The clerk, 
with tears in her eyes. Said “You don’t see 
this on TV.” The other customer said, “You 
have made my Christmas.” The price of the 
coat was $24.50. 
 

The blizzard was a lot of work for a lot of 
people but in the face of adversity God gives 
us opportunity. My prayer for each of you 
through out the year would be for you to 
look for the opportunity and take action. 
 

God Bless you 
 

REVRD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Petticoat Patter 
 Monthly Newsletter  

For United Methodist Women 
Issue #430                    January 2010 

De Streeter, Editor 
 
This should be fun, I've never been a n 
Editor before – we will see what happens!!  
Gayle gave me her box of goodies (all the 
back issues of this newsletter).  The first 
issue I could find is Issue #17 August 1969 
(40 years ago! WOW!!)  Dorthy Deitch 
reported on her first experience of School of 
Christian Mission. SOCM was a Methodist 
“thing” and we had recently united the The 
Evangelical United Brethren with the 
Methodist to become United Methodists!   
We were known as the WSCS (Women's 
Society of Christian Service).  It was not 
until 1973 that we became known as UMW 
(United Methodist Women).  Jean Cook was 
our President and no one claimed to be 
editor! Until Mary Lou Howard in 1972.   
Another thing I noticed in the older 
“Patters”- recipes!  So please share with us 
some of the great recipes you serve at our 
meetings – We have some great bakers in 
this Unit and I know I would like to have 
some of those recipes!! Please don't make 
me beg............... 
 

Who Is/Can be a Member of United 
Methodist Women? 

 

Something was brought to my attention this 
week I want to share with you!  Who is a 

member of  United Methodist Women?  Can 

I be a member of United Methodist Women? 

I hope this will help you decide to join and 
attend our organization.  In the Book of 
Discipline for the United Methodist Church 
(the Discipline is a book that contains all the 
Church rules and regulations) it states that 
every local church shall have an organized 
unit of United Methodist Women.  UMW is 
a faith based organization open to any 
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woman who indicates her desire to belong 
and to participate in the global ministries of 
the church.  That means any woman who 

attends this church!! who is interested in 

promoting the PURPOSE! 

 
 “The Purpose” 

The organized unit of  
United Methodist Women  

shall be a community of women  
whose purpose is to know God  
and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative 
supportive fellowship; and to 

expand concepts  
of mission through participation  

in the global ministries of the 
church. 

 
We have several Circles which meet 
monthly and a General Meeting twice a 
year.  We also have several Special Events: 
Call to Prayer and Self Denial on Ash 
Wednesday, our Plant Sale and Ladies Night 
Out in the Spring, Mission tour, Holiday 
Fair and Thank Offering in the Fall.   
Our Circles vary.  Dorcas make Lap Robes 
for Care Facilities, Esther puts all the 
Ingathering Kits together (with items 
brought to the church from all Circles) and 
Eve's Circle bring items each month to give 
to Hope Ministries and Hawthorne Hill. 
Esther and Eve Circles also have devotions 
and lessons at each meeting and of course 
refreshments!!! 
 

CIRCLE MEETI�GS 
 

Dorcas Circle - meets every first Wednesday 
at the church, 10:00am - 2:00pm             
January 6 
 this month be prepared to tie some baby 
quilts and of course bring your lunch 

Esther's Circle also meets at church on the 
second Wednesday, 10:30am              
January 13 
 
Eve's Circle meets at different members 
homes on the second Thursday each month. 
January 14 we will meet at Joann Riley's 
home, 2835 NE Norwood Ln.,  7:00pm 
  

OTHER DATES TO REMEMBER 
for January 

 
Church Women United    Monday
 January 11 

noon @ Easton Place UMC 
contact De Streeter if you plan to attend  

lunch is $3.00 and we need to make 
reservations 
 
General Meeting Sunday
 January 17 
covered dish lunch following church for 
ALL women of the church.  Guest speaker is 
a surprise.   
 
All the money that is generated into our 
treasury each year, after expenses is given to 
Missions. We have several we give to each 
year! 
If you have any questions about UMW ask 
some of the women who have been in this 
church and involved for several years – we 
would love to have you join us.  If you need 
a ride or directions to someones home please 
call me!  De 
 

U�ITED METHODIST WOME� 
 2010 LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY 

EVE�T 
 

Monday, January 25  1:30am – 
8:00pm  
United Methodist Conference Center 
Tuesday, January 26           10:00am - 
3:00pm   
State Capitol Building 
This event is held every 2 years.  Monday 
will be training in areas of juvenile justice, 
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children's issues, working poor, 
environmental justice, health care and 
immigration reform legislation based of the 
social Principles of our United Methodist 
Church. Dinner that evening will be catered 
by the Staves UMC. 
 

Tuesday we will tour the Capitol and then 
during lunch meet with a panel of legislators 
to discuss what they need to know from us – 
we will also have an opportunity to talk to 
our elected representatives concerning 
UMW!  
 

This Information came to me from the 
Immigration Policy Center December 1, 
2009. 
 

Highlights from Iowa: 
-Iowa was home to 117,437 immigrants in 
2007 
-34.5% (40,473) of these immigrants were                     
  naturalized US Citizens – eligible to vote 
-4% (119,522) were Latinos 
-1.6% (47,809 were Asians 
-Purchasing Power in 2008 for Latinos 
totaled       
  $2.4 billion and for Asians it was $1.7 
billion 
 
Now as editor I will share with you what I 
think is interesting about these statistics:  

Unauthorized immigrant families in 
Iowa paid $40 million and $62 million 
on state and local taxes in 2007.  IF all 
unauthorized immigrants were removed 
from Iowa, the state would lose $1.4 
billion in expenditures and $613.4 billion 
in economic output and approximately 
8,819 jobs.  The contribution of 
immigrants to the Iowa economy is 
important and plays a role in our states 
future as well as our church!  How can 
our Stave's United Methodist Women 
help these immigrants? 
That's why this Legislative Advocacy 
Event is important to attend.  Maybe we 

can learn ways to reach out to the 
immigrants here in our neighborhood.   
“To do righteousness and justice is more 
acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.”   
            - Proverbs 21:3 
NKJV 

 

Each year the Women's Division of the 
UMW choose our  theme for the year.  
2010's Theme is “Together at the Table”.  
“Lord thou has been our dwelling place in 

all generations .......from everlasting to 

everlasting, thou are God”   Psalms 90:1-

2 

What better place to gather together than 
at the table to share food and faith.  
 

The “Patter” has changed over time – new 
ways of printing, new ideas, different editors 
give their own “spin”.  We each have our 
own personalities we  seem to project!!  I 
pray over the next year as I write this for 
you, that you will enjoy reading what's 
happening in the world of UMW through 
my eyes!  May God Bless you and your 
family in this wonderful NEW Year of 
2010!  De Streeter 
 

Submitted By Jean Miles 
 

UMW HAD OUR MEETING DECEMBER 7TH 

WE HAD A BUSY NIGHT WE DID THE 

BUDGET FOR NEW YEAR, PLANNED 

CALENDER FOR THE NEW  YEAR ALONG 

WITH OUR REGULAR BUSINESS.  WE 

HAVE A GENERAL MEETING COMING UP 

JANUARY 17TH , THE MEETING WILL BE 

AFTER OUR FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY , WE 

WILL HAVE  A LUNCHEON AND THE 

PROGRAM WILL BE A SURPRISE. 
 

BE JOYFUL ALWAYS; PRAY CONTINUALLY; 

GIVE THANKS IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES  

THESSALONIANS 5: 16-18 

JEAN A MILES, PRESIDENT 
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Bible Quiz 

 
 
In Revelation 22:16, Jesus says: “It is I, 
Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this 
testimony for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of __________, the 
bright morning star.”  
Choose the correct name from the list 
below:  
 
A. Isaac  
B. Jacob  
C. David  
D. Solomon  
 
Answer: C  
 
 

Christian Symbols + 

 
 
Olive Branch  
 
The Olive Branch is a symbol of peace, 
harmony and healing. Olive trees provide 
shelter, as well as oil used for ointment 
and consecration. The Olive Branch also 
represents deliverance from hardships 
and anxiety because a dove brought an 
olive leaf back to Noah’s ark after the 
flood ended (Genesis 8:11).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


